
Inspection of Just Imagine Day 
Nursery Ltd - Vange
The Kent View Road Community Centre, Kent View Road, Vange, Essex SS16 4JX

Inspection date: 18 September 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter the nursery eagerly. They are inspired by the wide range of natural 
and real-life resources indoors, and the excitingly presented garden. They soon 
become absorbed in their play. 

Enthusiastic staff adeptly support children to use their imaginations to create awe-
inspiring play experiences. For example, children want to be pirates and are 
encouraged to fetch scarves to wear. They dig a hole to bury their silver foil 
'treasure', make maps and go on an expedition, using an atlas to plan a route. 
They decide they need a hideout and search for 'bricks' and other materials. 
Children bathe their 'babies' and explain they must feed them. They count the 
scoops of flour they put into feeding bottles and carefully fill with water to the line 
to make their 'baby's' milk . 

Babies are cared for in an exceptionally nurturing environment. Staff follow their 
personal routines and instinctively know if children are feeling 'under the weather' 
or are tired. They provide soothing words and cuddles to comfort them. Babies love 
to look at books and approach their key person to read them their favourite story.  

The key-person system is not always highly effective in supporting children at times 
when they most need comfort and security, for example, when they first attend the 
nursery. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff respond extremely well to children's cues and skilfully ignite these to keep 
them engaged. They expertly adapt activities to ensure they continue to capture 
children's interests. For instance, staff noticed children were not using a letter 
writing activity so replaced this with maps and atlases to build on their 
fascination with pirates, maps and treasure. 

n Staff are very positive role models. They communicate respectfully and talk to 
the children kindly. Children are praised for their good behaviour and listen 
carefully to, and follow, instructions. They carry out 'risk assessments' to help 
them recognise what is safe and tidy away objects that could cause them to trip. 

n Staff introduce new words to help build on children's existing vocabulary. They 
ask them to 'investigate' what is under the paving slab. Children confidently use 
words such as 'antenna' as they carefully inspect a slug in their hand. They 
repeat names of countries when looking at a map and later tell the member of 
staff 'the treasure is buried in Russia'.

n All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities, 
make rapid progress. Staff work very closely with parents and other 
professionals to ensure children receive the specialised input they need. For 
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example, physiotherapists and speech and language therapists visit the nursery 
to ensure staff are well equipped with the knowledge they need to implement 
specific programmes of support.

n Children are cared for in an exceptionally inclusive environment. Staff ensure 
that all children can join in with all the activities. Children pick up on this 
approach and gently help their friends to finish a race or clamber through tyres. 

n The staff team has recently adopted a new educational approach. Staff received 
relevant training to enable them to confidently provide a highly responsive 
learning environment for all children. Staff comment that they can see a real 
difference in how children learn, and they appreciate that they are able to spend 
more time interacting with the children to gain an in-depth knowledge of their 
needs and interests. Staff feel well supported. They meet with their manager 
regularly to discuss any issues and processes are in place to monitor the quality 
of teaching.

n The key-person approach is generally effective and mostly meets children's 
emotional needs. Babies gravitate to their key person for comfort and staff know 
their key children extremely well. However, some aspects of the routine are not 
organised effectively to ensure the key person or their buddy consistently meets 
a child's care needs or, for example, is readily available to ensure a smooth 
transition into the nursery when children first start. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff complete regular safeguarding training and are confident to follow procedures 
if they have concerns about a child. This includes wider safeguarding issues, such 
as recognising children who may be exposed to extreme views and behaviour. 
Relevant records, including registers and accident recordings, are maintained and 
monitored so that staff are alert to any potential risks to children's safety. Leaders 
and managers follow recruitment and induction processes to check the suitability of 
applicants and new staff, as well as taking measures to monitor the ongoing 
suitability of their staff team. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of the key-person system to ensure that children receive 
the highest levels of emotional support at times when they need it the most.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY482681

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10070326

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 39

Name of registered person Just Imagine Nurseries - Vange Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP552705

Telephone number 01268 410937

Date of previous inspection 21 May 2015

Information about this early years setting

Just Imagine Day Nursery Ltd Vange registered in 2014. The nursery employs 10 
members of childcare staff. Of these, five hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 3 or above, including the manager. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday all year round apart from public holidays. Sessions are from 7am 
to 7pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Fiona Sapler
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Inspection activities

n The inspector spent time observing children playing and engaged in the nursery 
routine. She assessed the quality of teaching and staff's interactions.

n Discussions were held with the manager, members of staff and the children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.

n The manager showed the inspector documents that evidence staff suitability, 
including checks and first-aid certificates.

n Staff shared information about their key children and the progress they are 
making. 

n The inspector carried out a tour of the nursery with the manager and discussed 
the nursery's ethos and staff's expectations.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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